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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT — SECTION 82 NOTICE 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: I rise to make a brief contribution, following an answer 
to a question I asked during question time today. Today I asked a question of the parliamentary secretary 
representing the Minister for Health in respect to the tabling yesterday by the Minister for Health, or whoever 
represented the Minister for Health yesterday, of a section 82 notice under the Financial Management Act 2006. 
Yesterday, the Minister for Health authorised his representative to table in this place a section 82 notice under the 
Financial Management Act 2006. One can only conclude that the minister authorised his representative to table 
that yesterday because he concluded he has an obligation under section 82 of the Financial Management Act to 
provide notice to the house. Why else would the document have been tabled yesterday?  
If we can make that charitable assumption, it strikes me as odd that today the minister’s representative has informed 
the house that the minister was unaware that he had such an obligation to provide notice within 14 days. The first 
part of my question was — 

Is the minister aware that such notice was required to be laid before each house of Parliament within 
14 days after making the decision not to provide information to Parliament on 15 June 2017? 

The answer was “no”. He was unaware that he had that obligation.  
I do not understand how that happened. How does a person become a minister of the Crown and not know that 
they have an obligation to do this under section 82 of the Financial Management Act? How is it possible that the 
Minister for Health did not know that he had that obligation? Let us assume — 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: Mischievous.  
Hon NICK GOIRAN: It is the parliamentary secretary’s answer; the member is the one who said “no”. That is 
obviously the information that the parliamentary secretary was provided by the Minister for Health. The answer 
was no. It could not be more clear than that—“Were you aware?”; “No, I wasn’t aware.” Let us give him the 
benefit of the doubt and understand that on 15 June he did not know he had that obligation. Okay; fine.  

The parliamentary secretary today tabled, as part of the answer to this question, a letter from the Office of the 
Auditor General dated 6 July. I will not read the whole letter now, but I encourage members to look at what the 
Acting Auditor General said in his letter to Hon Roger Cook, MLA, Minister for Health, on 6 July 2017. The short 
version is he says to the health minister, “Just to let you know, I have been told that you didn’t provide information 
to this guy, Hon Nick Goiran, on the question he asked on 11 May 2017”, and I quote —  

As you know, section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006 requires a Minister to give Parliament 
and the Auditor General a written notice if the Minister decides not to provide requested information to 
Parliament. 

That is a direct quote from the letter from the Acting Auditor General.  

That was on 6 July. Remember, this minister said that he was unaware of this obligation. He received the letter 
I quoted from on 10 July, so certainly by 10 July he knew he had this obligation. He did not know on 15 June, 
unbelievably. Hon Mark McGowan appointed his deputy leader as the Minister for Health—a person who did not 
even know he had this obligation under the Financial Management Act. That was on 15 June. He certainly knew 
by 10 July.  

Madam President, do you think we might have had a few sitting days between 10 July and yesterday, 10 October? 

Hon Donna Faragher: One or two. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Right; August, September, October—three months. So three months after he gets a letter 
from the Office of the Auditor General, he finally concludes he had better table something in Parliament—three 
months later. It gets better.  

On 31 July, some 21 days after he got the letter from the Acting Auditor General, the very learned Minister for 
Health, who had just worked out that he had this obligation under the Financial Management Act, wrote to the 
Acting Auditor General. I encourage members to look at this farcical letter from the Minister for Health. He wrote 
back and said to the Acting Auditor General—again, this is just me paraphrasing—“Listen, mate, I didn’t provide 
that information, and I don’t think I need to”, and he ended the letter by saying, and I quote — 

I trust this information has given you further clarity on this matter. 

The health minister wrote to the Acting Auditor General and said, “I trust that I have given you some clarification 
on this matter”—unbelievable! He still has not done anything to report to Parliament. 
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The next letter that the parliamentary secretary decided to table today fast-forwards to 22 September 2017. No 
information was given to Parliament today as to what happened between 31 July 2017 and 22 September 2017. 
What happened in the preceding period? We do not know. We know that on 31 July the health minister wrote 
a rubbish response to the Acting Auditor General, basically telling him to nick off, and on 22 September he 
suddenly wrote to the Acting Auditor General saying — 

In accordance with Section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006, I hereby give written notice … 

Why the change?  

On 15 June the health minister said, “I didn’t even know I had to comply with this act.” He got a letter from the 
Acting Auditor General on 10 July; he knew then, but he did not agree with the Acting Auditor General and told 
him to take a hike on 31 July. But suddenly on 22 September he thought he had better write to the Acting Auditor 
General, and then yesterday it was tabled in Parliament.  

All I asked for in my question today was, basically, how did all this happen and why has an apology not been 
given to this house, which by law is entitled to receive a notice about this within 14 days? This minister did not 
comply for months. I asked why an apology has not been given, and the rubbish response I got was, and I quote — 

Not applicable. 

It is not applicable according to the parliamentary secretary and her friend the Minister for Health; it is not 
applicable whether an apology should be given to the house about the Minister for Health not complying with the 
law of Western Australia that says that within 14 days he is supposed to give notice. He did not even know he had 
to give notice. Let us give him the benefit of the doubt. He is so incompetent that he did not even know he had to 
give notice—fine. He should give an apology to the house saying, “I got it wrong, guys; I now know that I need 
to do this, and I will make sure that I will do this in future.” What makes it worse is that the final part of my 
question asked — 

What steps has the minister implemented to ensure that this breach will not occur again?  

The response I got was “Not applicable”—“Not applicable. Don’t worry about it; I didn’t even know that I had to 
comply with the act. I am going to argue with the Acting Auditor General as to whether I need to comply. 
I, reluctantly”—for mysterious reasons which we still do not know—“have now decided to comply.” The minister 
is not going to apologise to the house; it is not applicable, and, better still, there is no need to implement any steps! 
Now if I am not charitable, that means that the Minister for Health thinks that this is going to be common practice. 
This is the standard that is going to apply during his term as health minister. I wonder how long he should be the 
health minister, because I can guarantee that there are members of the backbench of the Western Australian Labor 
Party who know full well that there is an obligation by ministers of the Crown to comply with section 82. Perhaps 
they should be the health minister instead of this person who did not even know that he had this obligation. 
I look forward to the parliamentary secretary informing the house in the fullness of time about how this farcical 
situation happened in the first place, and to assure us that she has spoken to her friend the Minister for Health and 
that this will not happen again. 
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